Newmont Military Band Program 2025
Recreating a Concert by the Keniston Band of Plymouth NH

1. 2:25 *New Colonial (1901)   Hall Perf. 1911+
https://youtu.be/Q28PdOJkeHo?si=5TGyiUL9EP3Qz5PL 
Robert Browne Hall (30 June 1858 Bowdoinham, Maine[1] – 8 June 1907), usually known as R. B. Hall, was a leading composer of marches and other music for wind bands. A principal American composer of marching music, he was born in Bowdoinham, Maine and seldom left his native state during his lifetime, dying in Portland.[2] His music though has traveled around the world. He is particularly popular in the United Kingdom, so much so that many lovers of brass band music there mistakenly imagine that Hall is an English composer. His celebrated "Tenth Regiment March", written in 1895 and dedicated to the Tenth Regiment Band in Albany, New York, is a well-known staple of brass band concerts and competitions all over the UK, under the title "Death or Glory".
Hall was famous during his lifetime as a particularly fine player on the cornet and served for a time as conductor of the Bangor Band. As soloist, conductor, composer and teacher, Hall is still remembered in Maine. The last Saturday in June every year is officially Robert Browne Hall Day in the State of Maine.[3]
Hall suffered a stroke in 1902 from which he never recovered. He died in poverty in Portland[4] as a result of nephritis five years later, and was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Richmond, Maine.[5] His widow sold the manuscripts of many compositions. Unscrupulous publishers assembled and realized from fragments works they passed off as genuine Hall compositions.
2. 1:20 Star Spangled Banner 
3. 6:50 Selections from HMS Pinafore Perf. 1894 Kidder Hall
J K directed a performance of Pinafore in May 24 25, 1894 Music provided by the ecilian Orchestra.
4. 3:10 March Steel King. 1902 St. Clair Perf 1904 Music Hall Plymouth HS Drama
https://youtu.be/cgHSO42-r_M?si=lEsAjdZuemQ-6LUC  Starts   2:24
The composer of our next work, Floyd J. St. Clair, was an active and popular American musician in the turn of the  20th century.  He was born in Johnstown, PA in 1871.  In addition to playing cornet with various bands and ensembles, St. Clair directed the Edgar Thompson Steel Works Band while still in his teens.  After leading a professional orchestra, which toured his home state, St. Clair moved to Cleveland, OH and became well known as a music editor, arranger, and teacher.
His march, The Steel King, was written in 1902 and dedicated to Charles Michael Schwab, who was then the president of U. S. Steel, but who had been the general manager and founding sponsor of the St. Clairís first ensemble back at Edgar Thompson Steel Works.
Here is The Steel King.
5. 2:22 *The Billboard March 1901 Klohr 1904 Perf 1904 Music Hall Plymouth HS Dram
https://youtu.be/mONdcB4WIe0?si=iFq4PSX9jlSaitUT 
"The Billboard March" is a circus march written in 1901 by John N. Klohr, and dedicated to the Billboard music-industry magazine. Its tune is widely known among Americans, and it has been repeatedly used in mass media, even though its title is little known.
6. 2:20 Uncle Sammy (1904) Abe Holzmann 1874-1939 Perf 1904 Music Hall Plymouth HS Drama
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjjyI8hh6js 

7. 6:30 Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, Rollinson (solo feature) Perf. 1911+
Rollinson, Thomas H.
January 4, 1844 (Ware, Massachusetts)
June 23, 1928 (Waltham, Massachusetts)Rollinson organized his own band in Willimantic (MASS) in 1872, and it was known as the Willimantic Brass Band. He also served as organist in severalchurches and taught bands throughout the state. He performed and conductedseveral other bands throughout his career, most notable, the Waltham WatchCompany Band (Waltham, MASS).In 1887, he was employed by the Oliver Ditson Company as an arranger for thedepartment of publications. It is estimated that during his 40 years there, hecomposed 400 original works and made arrangements of approximately 1,500 others. He also used thepseudonym Rolin Thomson.
Tramp, Tramp, Tramp
(march), Published in 1888 by WH. Cundy. This grand fantasia based om George F/ Root’d popular Civivl War somg
8. 1:30 *Anvil Chorus 1911 Verdi/Reeves Perf. 1911+
https://youtu.be/r7Lkusbvjk4?si=cebkarnTUYG2vWn4 (Different arr.)
Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore (1829 - 1892) organized performances of Giuseppe Verdi's Anvil Chorus during his National Peace Jubilee in 1869 and his World Peace Jubilee in 1872. In these performances, 100 Boston firemen pounded anvils in unison to accompany the chorus. 
Maybe add encore? Blindfolded!
9. 3:11 Two-Step Indian Intermezzo, Silver Bell 1910  Percy Wenrich (1880-1952) Perf. 1911+ 
https://youtu.be/kxHJqp43DgE?si=MnbwfnKqdKin1dhG 

10. 2:37 The Regiments Return.  (1916) Crosby Memorial Day Plymouth May 30 1916
https://youtu.be/Zgmj6C8c4W4?si=0JVzSuZZIZ9xPtJj 
we turn to the music of another New England composer. Harold Josiah Crosby was born in Dexter, Maine in 1886. He studied at Colby College, the University of Maine, and the New England Conservatory of Music. His fame as a march composer was at its peak during the first two decades of the 20th century. Despite his early demise at the age of 33, many exciting and distinctive marches found wide acceptance in their day, including The Regiments Return from 1916. The Dexter (ME) Community Band, recently voted to change its name to the Harold. J. Crosby Community Band of Dexter to honor him, one of Dexter’s own.  (More in 2024)
11. Defender March (1916?)  Crosby Memorial Day Plymouth May 30 1916
Harold Josiah Crosby (11 February 1886, Dexter, Maine – 18 January 1920, New York, N.Y.) was an American composer and musician.
Crosby grew up in a musical family and was taught early by his parents. After graduating from Dexter High School, he studied at Colby College, the University of Maine, and the New England Conservatory of Music. He played numerous instruments, including trombone, baritone, piano, and organ. He thus was able to earn his living as a performer in orchestras and theater groups.
Crosby's fame as a march composer was at its peak during the first two decades of the 20th century. Many of his works were composed during the World War I era, thus explaining their patriotic titles. His marches were published by several firms, including his own, which he dissolved before moving to New York City just before he died. Despite his early demise at the age of 33, he produced exciting and distinctive marches which found wide acceptance in their day. While he made many orchestral and band arrangements of classical and popular music, his original marches were what earned him an important place in the history of band music. Three volumes of the Heritage of the March record series were dedicated to Crosby's work.
12. 2:15 Queen of the Fleet 1916 Crosby. Memorial Day Plymouth May 30 1916
https://youtu.be/zyvaa2lmFjA?si=sYea8YRi0C76XewP 
Battleship California that he wrote for the US NAVY and used as the theme song for that ship while in commission. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_California_(BB-44) 

13. 3:15 Stars and Stripes (1897) Sousa Perf. 1911+

TIME 40:05
CONDUCTORS OF BAND
Keniston Band Founded 1902. From 1902-1917 J Keniston
1917-1920 WWI No band
1920-1921 Fred Barker (former saxophonist w Keniston Bnd
1921-1928  H Freeman conductor  Name changed to Plymouth Concert Band
1929-1936 H Freeman conductor Name changed to Freeman Band
1936-1938 Robert Tinkham conductor Named the Plymouth Community Band
1938 – H Freeman returns as conductor
2002 Plymouth Town Band John Whitney
1903 Bullfinch Bandstand built $100 from town rest subscriptions 

Also
3:10 Skylark J. S. Cox (solo feature)
https://youtu.be/4q-u4iTug-c?si=SqVDYQ_VgkiRGOAV
https://www.facebook.com/grandesflautistas/videos/603850315524812/?idorvanity=1621178231430286&mibextid=oFDknk&rdid=4JorCGZlWn2EWefr# 
John Summers Cox was an Irish flutist and composer and became famous as a flutist and as a piccoloist in the United States. Cox performed in the Sousa and Gilmore bands, and it is likely that his performances defined the piccolo style of American marches. Cox is the first flutist of note to play the flute and the piccolo professionally in the United States.
From: (Florida State University 2009; Flute Performance Practice in the United States (1870-1900) Ellen C. Johnson )

